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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
WE'RE GOING HOMB\, FRANCE

Winter 1946
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: Dr. Man1 MoLeod Beﬁnww
the champion who hel
Secure ovr Plaw in the WAAC!

“The Women's Army Auxiliary Corps gives

all women a new opportunity for leadership,

serving their country during this crisis. The
Negro woman citizen has come forward
eagerly to share in this leadership”

Mary Mcl-eod Bethune, 20 Jly 1942,
War Department News Release

Joini up meang assignments
all o\:zr the oavn‘hn1 5nAruzona
Oklahoma, North Carolina, and
Magcachusetts to name a few!

Ruth Bray, Chritine Feﬁl‘kbbie Noel Campbell,
and Janc‘H‘e Lawton take the Officer Candidate
exam at Fort McFPherson, GiA.

We're in the A-rmq
now! The ma‘oritl of
v$ trained at Fo
Des Moines, IA.

Touch for Audio: Song,
“WAAC is in Back of You™
WAAC Band, 2d WAAC
Training Center,

Daytona Beach, FL,1942/43



Meo‘h'ng_ those who've CPcar;\aadcd the ohar;ﬁ!

¢ touch to see
\ Highlights about
\ Y - Mary Kearney

Drill Time

e

Contributing to 3 smooth operation, Ruth Wade - A 'I'h; g;, —
and Lvoill?—Maqo work. in motor vepair at Fort apel. J
Huachucs, AZ.



» Overseas Training

NOKENCL
RE 0F seqy,
10E s gy

SoLuTioy

We volunteer from units across the ctates to
be a Par‘f‘ of the new Po;‘l’a, battalion. Overseas
‘h’aining_ b&gin( at Fort Ogj&‘f‘horpc, GhA.

“...we were put through intensive training, including a five mile hike

in full regalia (pistol belts, gas masks, canteens, packs and helmets ) under
active war conditions, learning how to climb up and down a cargo net,
going through the gas chamber..."

Lucia M. Fitts, One Negro WAC's Story, 1968
7/
N/

A4

Negro WAC Unit
Sent Overs ;

Tent Pitcling

ot Clinbing
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Training_ schedvle
Fort Og_[o‘l’horpo, November 1944

New York Sunday Mirror, 18 Febrvary, 1945



_and Life at Sea

Y., before pped ove

Tech Sat. T‘omch Borrq looks over the unit at o A 7 1
Camp Shanks, NY, where we underge additional training. &g £
for the overseas trip. Pvt. Amie B. Knizht and

friend on board the ‘l‘Yan(porf‘.

Fort of Embarkation Patch

touch to see
Highlights about
Annie Knight Jordan

|~

On3 Feb;'varb, 1945, the bulk of our group sails from New York.
aboard the SS lle de France. It wag a treacherovs J'ownoq
+hrov51n enemy waters|
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2 Keep Calm and C

'NEGRO US. ARMY GIRLS IN|

| BIRMINGHAM

The First in This Country ‘

\'E(&lll) members of the U.S. Women’s Army Corps are now
> quartered in Birmingham, in temporary buildings.
The _first contingent of|of the Rev. E. A. /
Negro Wacs in Europe, the|secretary of e
girls were given a rousing|Af Episcopal
welcome when they reached|she was the first Wac to be-|1
the city from their port of dis-|come a control officer in the|}
embarkation, where they had|Army. q
been greeted by Brig.-Gen.| -The battalion sa¢ commands |}
B. O. Davis, the only coloured |is composed
general in the U.S 3 W.A.C. officers and 677 other 3
They travelled by special| 1
train to Birmingham K w
they were met by Col. F. He
Commandant of the Weste

| District US. Arr X

the first

We chip away at mountaing of mail stacked ceili —hig[n
in the warehouses. Bitter cold and occagional r made
the J'ob less than pleagant!

* to make pre-|be
their stay in| ¢

Major ¢ ms, a tutor in|bu

ns, g M issipp in pe
mathematics, is the daughteritime, a

Lississippi, is,
theatre manager.

Cheeriol Vln %r:b;vﬁa;, our first émlr ar'ri\/o;

in Scotland and travels by train o Birmmgham.
er bei eeted by an Army band, we

o ?&5’:) tackle the mail gitvation.

were rea

Tech 5 Mary E. Walker, Pvt. Exmantrude Finch,

Cpl. Callie K. Smith, Tech 4 Evelyn Martin, P,

Virginia Blake and Pvt. éllaah?; S. Carter at chow timel
7\

From




arvy th

-

Mail On <«

VW.\ ——
|

A
Gafd‘ Mildred Carter is in charge of
all vecreational activities for the unit.

Our thegpian Sisters put on a plau’ oﬂjoqad by
WACs and Gils alikel

Pfe. Margars’r Sales and her oo”eagyo;
;miling_for the camera in Birmingham.

ﬁ Touch to see Highlights about
~‘/ = Margaret Sales Semmes
o

“We are housed in a very old building...
Both the Scotch and British greeted us
enthusiastically and I know it is genuine.”

Pyt Florence Colling,
The Afro-American, 10 March 1945
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|Maj. Charity Adams||
And Her WAC’s !
|Land In France To |

| Handle Mail

B
it mﬁ":;;’c‘s’wﬁ‘.‘,w
it R

Prt. Ruth L J e - ﬁ
5 - JaMes meedt;

Amevrican Soldierc ghﬁancjg,,‘:akm: fellon,

an Open Houge, ven for

Springfime in Roven and new mounds of mail
to tackle. Pari¢ — Next d‘ar.

P . @fadq; Debman and her friend Dot ‘h'wding_in 3 jeep. f:i?’;';f“;"::v ;;:ﬁ""‘;.,;b{



Francel <

NEGRO WAC POSTAL : ONE OF
GREATEST JOBS OF WAR, MAJOR SAYS
Rep:

orinted fron Tne Kansas City Call, 20 July)

The 6888%h Central Postal Direetory battalion, composed of Negro

7ac’s now stationed at Rouen, France is one of ® the best and

most efficient WAC units in the entire Women’s = drmy Corps,

and has accomplished one oF the greatest jobs of the - ware.
This information comes from no less : E

an_aubhority than WAC Major

Len, i 1 i - ]
lielch, WAC staff director of the fTth = ;
Service Command in Omha. \E@HT{J@ %UAL;%

: X <

The story of the Negro postal
unitls fine record of efficiency was The I & B progran includes, orjen-
told at a luncheon held at-the Meuh~ tation, information and education,
1sbach hotel last week by Yajor  Gen- Orientation has come to have an un—
16 Fart i 0 Ao WA e S SRdaEEC L e 2 B

veeet Special Delivery newsletter,
b August 1945

T}w lnﬁrmarq

THIS IS A SPECIAL g
CON
FOR PERIOD oF l"i:yﬁ?::t

SPAM

INGREDIENTS. ¢
0
MEAT with WA :::;‘ ;o- Shomg
R
W

"lu.:u

Pasis Lo Toure ot

“Rouen was in crumbles, the buildings were all
bombed out...we still ate Spam. I haven't eaten
Spam since...I got to go to Paris...All of France was
torn up from the bombing but the Eiffel Tower
was still there”

Indiana Hunt, excerpt from her papers

R e e it for chow. touch to see N
vp with fnomJ; a we wait fo Highlights about
Qﬁ'ohmg. P Indiana Hunt



»Mugguon Aooompl |§h<

S oo .
§ATURDY AY, i

-\'h ecater
2) ARMY SERVICE FORCES
TRANSPORTATION CORPS @

lHad Spenf 9 ! ARMY OF4THE UNITED STATES T_WO ovcrgca; S‘f‘ﬁ?&{

MonthsinThe | NEW YORK P%j EMBARKATION for 12 monthe]
6888th CPD e S
| QIR 90, NEW YORE PORT r)P; :f‘r‘l::nzd :er mne UNITED) STATES on the

which smled fro
AR

e Red Crogs, with dovghnuts and hot coffee,

eets our last contingent of members ro‘hrmmg_g
om the ETO in March 1946.

Pfe. Thelma Duncan 5_91'; a refill.
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PLEASE NOTE DATE

Ll
WAR DEPARTHENT

Bureau of Public Relations
VISION
Hashington, D. C.

ROR

EASE NONDAY, VARCH 18, 1946
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MNOTE 10 EDITORS: The following material, covering the ectivities of
Negro soldiers, originated with the Public Relations Officers of United
States &rmy camps, posts, stations and oversea theaters. Similar informa-
tive releases will be available veckly, Pleasc note release date.
*oxnow P PR

oo %

MNEGRO VIACs WELCORED HCME FROl' ETO
EY HAC STAFF DIRLCTOR OF 1LY, FORT.

NEW YORK PORT OF EVBARKATION—-When the last contingent of the 6888th
Gentral Postel Dircctory, only Negro flac unit to serve overscas, landed at

Friday, Morch 8,
Caroline Garber) who.als hed boon on had £ see the Wnit off whon it sailed
fron the same port, in Februery, 1945, mumbering 761" enlisted vonen and officers.

YoJor Catoss e boarder tnp oS CXymont Riciory, fon s LG C e
Totiuned; ke whth many of the officers and cnlis n vho were among
200 #othening Hacs, many of whon b6 know bofore they seiled for oversess.

The hundred and eighty nine enlisted wosen and eleven officers debarked
in the carly morning loadsd with bags, sowverira, trophies ard ¢ of

their years! service in England end France, where they were mpamxble for Ne ro
e eoline ta T’ pioper Scstination Tobtars a1 ackages o o 1a s Five ou e

were contimally on the move.

Technician Fifth Grade Gertrude Cruse, Addyston, Ohio, olutched a small In Natlonal A A U I o“ rne
e Slose to her, 1t secred that her most dnportant jossession ms in that

bag andacoording to Kiss Gruse, It we. deked shat Lt wis) she said: "Per- NEW YORK, Mar. 18
Central Postal Directory, only \‘,
Hiss Cruse, along with ten other enlisted women of the WAG contingent £ro Wac to_serve overseas

wore self-yinding vatchcs vhich were the prizes awarded to them for having ianded at n Island Termin

n the 1946 WAC Theater Basketball Championship of the 10, In addition to New York Port of Embarkation
tho vatches the team brought back a championship trophy, the team prize. installation on Friday, March 8.
The uni ¥ " satl
#iith the inactivetion of the unit and the Wacs going their separete vays o l" ’:h“' h 5"“{0::‘*‘1 from
%o be scparated from the service the trophy will be donated to an organization T > 1945, 1s cor
Hrithete Ghoini posed of 761 enlisted women and
officers.
The chapionship tean that returncd on the Claymont Victory includeds ¢ Technician Fifth Grade,

Technician Fith Grede Doris Faige, 107 Havay hveme,=Oeeam Syringss trude - h

pij Private First Class Evelyn Lozi, 119 Harbor Roed, Port Washington, Long o d; ?nu;"i A:‘d" S Qe
Deand, New Torks Private Nay Jones, 508 East St. Japes Stueet, !srbore, North R ag close to her.
Curaline; Privete Ruby Yard, E Dorodo, Arkansas; Private Junc R 54,

West 154th Strcet, New York City, and Tcchnician FAfth Grade Cruse.

Honorable Service Lapel Fateh

Slao setusving abosrd e Claynont Wt v First Licutenant Meroedes

Jordan, 229 Vlest 110th Street, New York City, Special Service Officer of the fume”, g
6388th and cozch of the unit's champ)en teans, lNot only did Licutenant Jordan g = ¥ a.ka. the Ruptvred D‘lbk—’
help vhip the basketball team into championship form but she was also largely o~ 1 ten other
responsidble for the unit's championship softball team which welked off with ¥ of WAC con.
Chanor-Base Section, Northern France, softball’ championship, watches
= which we: awarded 1 i
nsanding the last detachaent of facs to roturn fron overseas vas them for having won the 1848 WAC | Touch to see Highlights
ot M E Hoartags % Nenticla bvenue, Bridgcpert, Comestiout, Lisu- Thester Basketball Championship | i
tenant, Colonel Charity %, Adams, Colunbus, North Carolina comanded the out- of the ETO. In addition to the about Charity Adams N
£1t unti) Decenber, 1945 when she mas redeployed to the States for scparation watches, the team brought back &
Tron ine servics, 'She wes suceceded by Captain (then First Licutenanty Bernice Prine RAupnt buok: S

G. Huxierson 520 E, Merket Street, Zenia, Ohio, who was followed by Captain W'Hh the inactivation of the ——

=1mmmoruhm trophy, the
In eddition to those mentioned above the following officers also returned

with the unit, Captain Vildred Dupee, 7273 Americen Avemue, Detroit, Michigan;

First Licutenant Margarct Barnes, 221 North Main Street, Oberlin, Ohio; Second

Licutenants l\h.ce . Edwards, 2023 Alhambra Avenue, Los Angeles, Cl\leﬂrniu,

ances E, Flat! 506 West 150th Street, New York City, and Hazel Creddock
1263 Eest 17th Suteﬁ Des Moines, Iowa.

Ip tes .
mont Victory
Technician Fifth Grade

Soon as the Hacs debarked at Stoten Island Eerninal they boarded Army

buses which took them to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, from wherc they will be sent Doris Paige, 107 Handy aven
%o various seporation centers closest to their homes for separation from the Ooean’ Bprings, Miss: Pvt. Pir
service.

Cass Evelyn Loze, 119 Harbor R:
P t Washington, Long Island,
sork; Pvt. Nan Jones, 506
St. James street. Tarboro, Nortk
Carolina; Pvt. Ruby Ward, El Do-

Official War Department News Release announcin iw:asoz ;}ﬁ:ﬂ%«;‘:’i:; ::z;f\.il‘

the return of the last of our vnit from France i — 2

March 1946! St. Lovis A,
5 April 194?

N

Adamg playing_ pin with a male
Lme Kouenr2'19 %uf;q 51.95:55-



Special Thanks to the Following

Opening Page:

Summer 1942, courtesy of Stanley & Judith Earley
Winter 1945, courtesy of the Annie Knight Jordan family
Winter — Spring 1945, courtesy of Stanley & Judith Earley

Spring — Fall 1945, courtesy of the Evelina Rachel Griffin family
Winter 1946, courtesy of Stanley & Judith Earley

Joining Up and Doing My Part:

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, Scurlock Studio Records, Archives
Center, National Museum of American History,
Smithsonian Institution
Drill Time, February 1943, New York Public
Library Digital Collection
Meeting those who’ve spearheaded the charge, February 1943,
Army Historical Education Center

Major Mary Frances Kearney:
All images courtesy of the Mary Frances Kearney family

Overseas Training and Life at Sea:

Tech Sgt. Tommye Berry at Camp Shanks, April 1945, NARA
“WACs Learn to Abandon Ship,” Chicago Times (8 July 1945)
Annie B. Knight on transport, courtesy of
the Annie Knight Jordan family
SS Ile de France, Naval History and Heritage Command
Brig. Gen. Davis with WACs at Port, Jackson
Advocate (24 February 1945)

Pfe. Annie Knight Jordan:
All images courtesy of the Annie Knight Jordan family

Keep Calm and Carry the Mail On:
“Negro U.S. Army Girls in Birmingham,” Birmingham
Gazette (14 February 1945)
Chow Time, February 1945, NARA
Pvt. Margaret Semmes and her colleagues, courtesy of
the Margaret Semmes Sales family



Our Thespian Sisters (top), courtesy of
the Indiana Hunt Martin family
Our Thespian Sisters (bottom), MSS 0136-PHO31, Houston Public
Library, The African American Library at the Gregory School
Shakespeare Calling (right), courtesy of Col. (R) Edna Cummings

Pvt. Margaret Sales Semmes:
All images courtesy of the Margaret Sales Semmes family

Bonjour France!:
“Magj. Charity Adams and her WACs Land in France to Handle
Mail,” The Weekly Review (23 June 1945)
Pvt. Ruth James, May 1945, NARA
Pfe. Gladys Debman, courtesy of the Gladys Debman Blount family
Who’s on First?, December 1945, NARA
Pfe. Dorothy Mills, article courtesy of
the Margaret Semmes Sales family
Catching up with friends, courtesy of
the Evelina Rachel Griffin family

Pvt. Indiana Hunt Martin:
All images courtesy of the Indiana Hunt Martin family

Mission Accomplished — We’re Going Home:
“173 WACs Returned Home from European Theater on Queen
Mary,” Jackson Advocate (R4 November 1945)
The Red Cross, March 1946, New York
Public Library Digital Collection
Happy to be home, January 1946, New York
Public Library Digital Collection
We are the Champions!, March 1946, New York
Public Library Digital Collection
Lt. Col. Charity Adams Earley:

All images courtesy of Stanley & Judith Earley

All other imagery courtesy of
the U.S. Army Women’s Museum archive
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